Cs 2CO3 (2.80 g, 8.60 mmol) was added to a solution of 2-isopropyl-4-methyl-3-(2-trimethylsilylethanesulfonyl)-oxazolidine-4-carboxylic acid (2.80 g, 7.82 mmol) in methanol (36 mL) under protection atmosphere of argon. The resulting mixture was stirred at room temperature for 30 min and then evaporated to dryness. The resulting residue was dissolved in DMF (40 mL) and methyl iodide (1.33 g, 9.38 mmol) was added and the reaction mixture stirred at room temperature for 32 hours. 100 mL of tert-butylmethyl ether was added to reaction mass and the resulting mixture was washed with saturated NaCl (3 × 60 mL). The organic layer was dried (MgSO 4 ), filtrated and evaporated. Recrystallization of the crude product from light petroleum gave colorless crystals (2.027 g, 5.45 mmol, 70 %; m.p. 52°C).
Discussion
The [Cu(MeCN) 4ClO4] catalysis of in situ generated iminoiodane PhI=NSes (Ses = SO 2CH2CH2Si(CH3)3) [1] with rac-2-isopropyl-5-methyl-4H-1,3-dioxin led in an aziridination rearrangement reaction [2] to a 3:1 mixture of diastereomers of N-Ses protected 2-isopropyl-4-methyl-1,3-oxazolidine-4-carbaldehydes.
The major diastereomer ((2R*,4S*), determined by NOE-measurements), was obtained in a pure form by recrystallization from tert-butylmethyl ether/light petroleum (1:2) and transformed into the title compound by oxidation and esterification. There are no deviations from the bond distances and angles expected for this class of compounds. (2) 
